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A .RIGHTEQUS MAN ' FALLING: DOWN BEFORE THE 
WICKEDIS AS A TROUBLED. FOUNTARG, 4 AND A COR». 


RUPT SPRING, +? | ' 


waters to a thirſty ſoul; ſo is good news from 
a far country,” Such are the tidings of the 
goſpel to a thirſty heavy laden ſinner, and fo is the 
authentic report of, the growing faith, charity, and 
| holineſs of thoſe who ftand faſt in the Lord; as cold 
flowing waters, clear and freſh, that revive the 
fainting: traveller, and rejoice him in his way; 
but, alas, how melancholy the contraſt ! In this 
EY — we are preſented with a man talung 

A 2 COWNg 


] N the preceding verſe we are told that a 3 
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down, yea, a righteous man falling down, and that 
before the wicked: Behold the dark picture — 
He „ is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt 
ſpring.” As a fountain diſturbed caſteth forth her 
waters, his wickedneſs is caſt forth, to the grief and 
ſtumbling of many, 


In a ſtate of fin and temptation, the moſt un- 
pleating ſubjects are ſometimes proper to warn us; 
they are no leſs uſeful than thoſe that are delight- 
ful, particularly the apoſtaſies or backſlidings of 
reputed ſaints are enſamples to excite our diligence 
nd watchfulneſs, that we may eſcape the paths of 
the deſfroyer; and if the examination of a'caſe, 
which but too oftens happens, by the bleſſing of 
God, ſhould guard us from evil, or promote true re- 
pentance in any who have been deceived into fin, 
it will turn to our profit, and iſſue in peace. 


In handling the ſubje& T ſhall endeavour to aſcer- 
tain the character of the perſon who is fallen; when 
he may be ſaid to fall down before the wicked; in 
what reſpe& the compariſcn holds; and then point 
out the improvement we ſhould make of theſe awful 
inſtances of corruption and vice. 413 of 


Firſt, the inſtance before us is not that of a pro- 
phane or profligate perſon, whoſe cout ſe is evidently 
and habitually after this world : “ The wicked are 
like a troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe wa- 
ters caſt up mire and dirt.” Iſa. Ivii. 10 Their 
filthy converſation is a continual wound to them who 
fear God, tho' nothing extraordinary or ſurprizing 3 
but the character of the perſon we now behold 1 
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lated and conſidered... 5 
this ſhameful and deplorable condition is ſacred and 
good; he is a righteous man; a man eſteemed, and 


of conſiderable reputation, which renders his fall 
the more ſtriking and dangerous, 


I. It is well known that a righteous man, in a 
ſtrict moral ſenſe, is one that is legally juſt, in op- 
poſition to the deceitful and injurious perſon, who 
wilfully wrongs his neighbour; in this ſenſe the 


word is uſed Rom. v7. ©* Scarcely for a righteous 


man will one die.” But for the moſt part this phraſe 
is expreſſive of a gracious perſon, who is made righ- 
teous in Chriſt, being ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, 
unto the obedience of faith; and thus it takes in the 
idea of a good man, who ftands oppoſed to the rigb- 
teous in the paſſage above; indeed juſtice and fide- 
lity are eſſential to the upright, but the called are 
more than barely ju, they are merciſul, having the 
love of God in them. So then the real chriſtian, 
who, deing renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, is prin- 
cipled in holineſs, and juſtified in the righteouſneſs of 
his Redeemer, and who walks afterthe Spirit, anſwers 
to this ſacred character: Now, however forrowful 
the truth, ſad experience proves, that even this righ- 
teous man is liable to fall, yea, to fall down before 
the wicked : He may fall in every ſenſe, except 
under the dominjon of ſin, and into final ruin ; this 
indeed is impoſhble tc thoſe who are in a ſtate of 
grace, for fa:thful is he that hath called them, and de- 
clared, ſaying. I will put my fear into their hearts, 
and they ſha)l not depart from me.” Jer. xxxii. 40. 
« We are therefore confident of this very thing, 
that he who hath begun a good work in us will per- 

form it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt,” Phil, i. 6. 
* N A3 Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, who can ſay, what ſin a believer may 


nat fall into. through the deceit of his fleſh, when 


left to himſelf, in an hour of temptation? But, 


II. The caſe ſtated in the text doth not abſo- 
lutely require that the fallen perſon ſhould be really, 


truly and properly a righteous man, in the ſenſe ex- 


plained; it is ſufficient that he is reputedly fo, being 
under a credible profeſſion of faitiꝭ in the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt ; indeed the real chriftian- may, at an un- 
guarded ſeaſon, and in a ſhameful manner, fall 


down in the ſight of the world; but theſe deplo- 
rable effects of a nominal chriſt an's apoſtaſy, or 
tranſgreſſion, do not depend on the {incerity of his 


profe ſfion: No man's ſtate is to be determined by 


his fal, it is unwarantable and raſh to pronounce 
him a reprobate; peradventure, his repentance, 


through grace, may recover his character; yet we 


have reaſon to think, that theſe ſad appearances in 
the church are, for the moſt part, on formai pro- 
feſſors; the fins of the faithful in ſacred hiſtory are 
comparatively rare, and but ſew wha ſcandalize re- 
ligion by their ſinful behaviour appear to repent z 
be that as it may, it is ſufficient that a man has aſ- 
ſumed the form of godlineſs, and been eſteemed 
righteous, to render his backfliding or apoſtaſy 
of the conſequence here repreſented, | 


A diligent chriſtian may attain to a comfortable 


aſſurance of his own ſtate, and it is meet that we 
think well of every man whoſe conduct anſwers to 


his holy profeſſion, yet we are always to remember 
that tares grow up with the wheat; there are de- 
ceivers in every age, and a certain diſcernment be- 
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tween the righteous and the wicked is reſerved to 
the day of the Lord ; in the mean time the ways of 
providence are myſterious ; it is poſſible for a truly 
righteous man to fall, and to be expoſed, who is af- 
terwards reſtored through a genuine and ſaving re- 
pentance, when, at the ſame time an hypocrite may 
be reſtrained from that, or any other notorious tranſ- 
greſſion, or at leaſt his inquity concealed ; let every 
one look to himſelf, and abſtain from all appear- 
ance of evil; the Lord knoweth them that are his; 
but the illuſtration of a righteous man's fall requires 
no more in the ſubject, than that he has lived under 
a profeſſion of holineſs, and been deemed a perion 
of religion, ſo that the caſe is applicable to any 
fallen profeſſor, whether merely nominal or ſincere. 


Once more, 


III. This character may be extended to one that 
is eminent in a ſacred profeſſion, Every chriſtian is 
a righteous man; it is the chatacteriſtie of the leaſt _ 
of all ſaints ; nevertheleſs, this phraſe, like thoſe of 
the man of God, and the ſervant of the Lord, is ſome- 
times uſed of perſons of high or exalted reputation, 
whom the Lord has qualified and called for remark 
able ſervice, men of renown ; thus Ilaiah, xli. 2. 
Cyrus, or as ſome think, Abraham, is ſtyied the 
righteous man, tailed up trom the eaſt; and we read, 
Matt. xii. 17. of prophets and righteous men who 
dcfired to fee what has been revealed on the maniteſ- 
tation of the Son of God. and in the fame exa ted 
ſenſe, as I apprehend, the centurion, on the awful 
and miraculous appearance, when Jeſus expired, 
Luke xxiii. 47, Cries out, © Certainly this wo, a 
n ä | Tign- 
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rigbteous man.“ A righteous man therefore may ſig- 


nify one of exalted character among the children of 
God, a man eminent in his ſtation, or of great re- 
pute for his knowledge, experience, ard the moſt ex- 
cellent gifts, who is eſteemed a father, or leader inthe. 
bands of the ſaints; none of theſe things are an 
abſolute ſecurity from fin, and ſome have been per- 
mitted to fall, as it were, from the pinacle of the 
temple; now, the higher the rank and reputation of 
the righteous man, the more ſhameful and danger» 
ous his fall, and the more fully he anſwers the de- 
ſcription before us. | 


This then is the character of the object in our 
text: a righteous man, not barely juſt. in a legal or 
mere moral ſenſe, but a truly religious perſon z a 
man called by grace, made righteous in the Son of 
God, and inherently holy, through ſanctification of 
the Spirit, and whole courſe is agreeable to his pro- 
feflion, at leaſt reputedly ſo, which indeed is all that 
is required unto the conſequence of his fall, in our 
view, and, to give the paſſage its full ſcope, it may 
be applied to a perſon of fingular rank in the church, 
in proportion to which is the ſcandal and hurt of his 
notorious tranigreſſion. I proceed, 


Secondly, To enquire, when a man of this cha- 
rater may be ſaid to fall down before the wicked ? 


Some apply it to an involuntary fall into affliction 


and miſery, through the injuſtice and cruelry of the 
oppreſſor, and think that the latter part of che text 
refers to the baſeneſs of a government under which 
it is permitted; when righteous men, lay they, 


are oppteſſed and devoured by the wicked, the com- 
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mon wealth is deplorably corrupt, and the ſprings 


of juſtice appear to be poiſoned.” And truly, 
« When the wicked bear rule, the people mourn,” 


Prov. xxix. 2. But our ſubject is the cauſe and not 


the conſequence of the righteous man's fall; the word 
is uſed for flipping or falling, Pſalm xciv. 18, 


being overthrown under ſome temptation th rough un- 


belief; ** when my foot ſlippeth, ſaid David, thy 


mercy, O Lord, held me up.” To this preventing 
mercy the ſaints are indebted for their ſtanding : and 
in plalm 1xxiii. 2. the ſame expreſſion evidently in- 


tends a being ſubverted or, lapſed. _ It is therefore 
doubtleſs applicable to a fall into fin ; beſides, this 


phraſe, when uſed of an intelligent ſubject, | ſeems 


naturally to convey an idea of falling through ſome 
defect in himſelf, if not a wiltul preſumptuous 
tranſgreſſion; when the righteous are debaſed by the 
violence of the wicked, they are rather ca/t dun, 
than fallen dewn ; and accordingly we read, Ffalm 
XxXXvii. 14. The wicked have drawn put the 
ſword,. and haye bent their bow to cat down the 
poor.“ It is therefore moſt reaſonable to under- 
ſtand it of a moral fall, or ſinful lapſe, through the 
power of ſome luſt, whereby the tranſgreſſor ex- 
poſes himſelf in the ſight of the world, or ungodly 
men, in Which caſe he anſwers to the following de- 
ſcription: Now, men of a religious character may 
be ſaid to ſall down before the wicked, 


1. When, through the love of the world, the 


fear of man, or any other temptation, they put away 


faith and a good conſcience, and make ſhipwreck of 

the ſame, 1 Tim. i. 19. In the earlieſt times of 

chriſtianity many drew back, and fell away from a 
N ſhining 
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ſhining religious character into an open contempt of 
their baptiſma] confeſſion and vows, of whom the 
f apoſtle writes in Hebrews the ſixth, ſetting forth 
| their ſinſul and fatal ſtate, at the ſame time inti- 
5 mating, that with all their ſhew, they were ſtrang- 
ers to the power of godlineſs, or the things that ac- 
company ſalyation, verſe ix. Others may awhile 
EA forſake and virtually deny their faith, as Peter his 
1 Maſter; and in Hebrews xii 15. we are exhorted 
| to a diligent inſpection, leſt any man fail of the 
grace of God, or, as in the margin, fall from the 
grace of God, i. e. Rö a profelidn thereof, by 
reriouncing the churacter he had aſſumed. Thus 
ſome in every ape; through the power of hurtful 
huſts, are ſeduced, and not only pieree themſelves 
through with many forrows; but allo oecaſion un- 
ſpeakable trouble and grief to others, Compare 
2 Tim. iv. 10. with x Epiſt. vi. 9. When a per- 
ſon eminent in his religious character turns out an 
apoſtate, he is verily as a troubled fountain, and a 
cortupt ſpring; a root of bitterneſs, by whom the 
church is diſturbed, . a ſtumbling block to the weak, 
and ſuch frequently draw many after them; never 
theleſs' this is not ſo immediately the ſcope of the 
place, which preſents us with a righteous man fall- 
ing down rather wider, than ſrom his profeſſion, 
Therefore, : Joe 
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2. The righteous fall down before the wicked when, 
allured or intimidated, on any occaſion they ſhun 


the truth, or do not bear a ſaithſul teſtimony againſt | 
! error and vice, and ſti}] more when they are tempted 3 
| ſervilely to flatter the profane, or it may be join them ; 


in any thing unbecoming the goſpel of An 1 
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ominal diſciples of Jeſus, of a private, and even 
Far of a public character, in a time of luke warm- 
neſs and diſſipation; when his profeſſed fojlowers: 
are ſcarce to be diſtinguiſhed from others, but ſeem. 
rather to court the friendſhip and affimilate a vain 
world, Temptations to this are numerous, through 
natural and civil connexions in life, and when the 
W are cowardly in the preſence of the ſcorn- 
1 


„when they are aſhamed of their profeſſion, or 


in complaiſapce to tie men of this world omit pub- 


lic worſhip, ſtated or occaſional, ſet aſide family 


duty, or, inſtead of a grave ſpiritual converſation 


and behaviour, rather countenance. that which is 


carnal and looſe; in every ſuch inſtance the righ=/ 
teous may be ſaid to fall down before the wicked, 
and the ſcandal. is ſtill more atrocious when any of 


the mioilterial character baſely trim and truckle for' 
ſelf-intereſt and popularity, ſdothing the wanton in 
their vanity, or in other reſpects are partial and 


timorous in favour of men; ſuch time-ſerving pro- 


feſſors and teachers diſturb the peace, and dehile the 


waters of Iſtael. But, 


3. The deſcription is more immediately intend- 


ed of a notorious immoral profeſſor. When a 
righteous man is found guilty by the world, of de- 
ceit, injuſtice or cruelty in his ſtation, or when, 
allured through the wantonnels of the fleſh, he defiles 
himſelf in the indulgence of any ſenſual luſt, and 


turns out a drunkard or. whoremonger, or it may be. 
is ſpotted with ſome more unnatural pollution, 
then he anſwers to the man in the text, and ſname- 
ful is his fall. Every inſtance of ſcandalous beha- 


viour, 


There are but too many inſtances of this ſort among 
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viour, as that of David, in the matter of Uriah, falls 


within the deſcription ; it is verified even in them 
| whoſe converſation in general is becoming, but have 


nevertheleſs been overtaken in an unguarded hour, 


and fallen a prey to their luſt; one filthy act de- 
baſeth the chriſtian and ſullies his character; and 


when this wickedneſs is caſt forth in the ſight of the 
ungodly, the ſimilitude is juſt in proportion; but, 
when a continued ſcene of wickedneſs, or habitual 
vicious conduct, is diſcovered in him who is deemed 
a righteous man, it is a flagrant caſe, and no 
tongue can expreſs the danger, or damage; the 
conſequence is pernicious, or fatal: of this ſallen 
vrofeſlor it may truly be ſaid, that he is as a trou- 
bled fountain and a corrupt ſpring.” Let us now, 


Thirdly, Enquire in what reſpeQ the compariſon 


holds. — The alluſion is to terreſtrial waters diſ- 


turbed by ſome preternatural or violent commotion, 
as an earthquake, or a ſtorm; thus we have ſeen the 
wicked compared, Ia, lvii. 20 to “ a troubled 
ſea when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caft up mire 
and dirt;” the metaphor in our text is rather ſofter, 
but ſubſtantially the ſame ; when the waters even of 
a fountain, from whatever cauſe, are thrown into an 
apitation, they become polluted or muddy, and are 
not only uſeleſs and diſagreeable, but likewiſe dan- 
gerous and hurtful. | 


Two things in general are pointed out by this 
repreſentation, namely, the trouble and the miſchief 
which enſues on a righteous man's notorious and 
ſhameful tranſgreflion, which agrees with Hebrews, 
xii. 5. where the fallen profeſſor is conſidered as a 
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foot of bitterneſs, ſpringing up to the diſturbance 
of the community, whereby alſo many are defiled, 
which exactly anſwers to the deſcription before us, 
and may be exemplified both in reſpeCt of the of- 
fender himſelf, and in reference to others, The 
ſimilitude holds in reſpect of the delinquent. 


1. As it deſtroys his credit and uſeſulneſs, Thus 
the great Mr. Pool on the paſſ{ge, ** being now 
corrupted, they are rendered unſerviceable.” The hint is 
natural and juſt; a troubled fountain and corrupt 
ſpring is unfit for ſervice, Who would fetch water 
from a diſturbed well, or drink of its filthy ſtreams ? 
While a man keeps himſelf clear, his credit is good 


his mouth is as a well of life, but when he is fallen 


and polluted, of what ſervice can he be? He is good 
for nothing. Who will truſt the man that is un- 
faithful, or hearken to the reproof of the guilty ? 
What authority has the tranſgreſſor over ſinners; 
or how ſhall they who hate the garment ſpotted 
with the fleſh cleave to him whoſe filthy ſkirts are 
expoſed ? Certainly the man who, under a ſacred 


character, by manifeſt wickedneſs, in the fight of 


the world, has cauſed the enemy to blaſpheme, or, 
by any foul blot, ruined his reputation, and openly 
diſhonoured the name of God, is by no means a fe 
inſtrument of public utility, or of promoting the 
intereſt of religion. 


Far be it to inſult a fallen profeſſor; he may be 
no leſs the object of our compaſſion than our cen ure. 
Let every man take heed to himſelf; but it is a fun- 
damenta] article of religion, that its miniſters are 
blameleſs ; under the —_— diſpenſation, which 
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was typical, the leaſt natural defect diſqualified the 
perſon; and it is expreſsly declared, 1 Tim, iii. 7. 
« That the chriſtian officer muſt be of good report 
of them which are without, leſt he fall into re- 


| proach, and the ſnare of the devil.” And indeed 


ſcarce ny thing tends more to embolden men in 
fin, and ſcandalize the goſpel, than the foul charac- 
ter of thoſe who are employed in its ſervice, and 


particularly as it ia incompatible with that holy diſ- 


cipline eſſential to the purity of the church; ſo that 


a good moral character cant: ot be diſpenſed with in 


him who is preferred to, or continued in office 
among the ſaints, without a manifeſt diſobedience 


to the counſel of God, and giving ſome counte- 
nance toprofaneneſs and vice. It is therefore of great. 
importance that no falſe compaſſion, much leſs the 


admiration. of any man's perſon, or talents, which 
is ſometimes the caſe, betray us into a connivance 
at his folly. I ſay not that there are no falls which 


require a cenſure or ſeparation out of which the 


finner may recover, and be reſtored to his place, 


though every flip of the righteous is much to be la- 


mented ; but when he fo fails in point of fidelity 
and moral conduct, as to bring an indelible ſtain 
on his character, he may indeed ſatisfy the church 
but, can he clear himſelf in the eye of the world? 
If not, how is the honor of religion to be preſerved ? 
he is therefore unfit for any public ſtation ; but if 
any man, notwithſtanding, is otherwiſe minded, 
and ſhould think that in no caſe the tranſgreſſor, who 
verifies his real character as a righteous man, by an 
evident change, is abſolutely and for ever incapable 


of holding office in the church, I ſuppoſe that fill 


ke will admit, that when a man of high reputation 


falls 


3 


1 


- Rated and conſulertd, = - g-- 


falls down, in the manner deſcribed, his popularity 
is injured, and that in. proportion it will hinder his 
uſefulneſs, inſomuch that, at leaſt until his repen- 
tance is credible in the world, to avoid ſcandal an1 
miſchief, he ought to be ſuſpended, Again, 


2. With reſpe& to the delinquent, the fimilitude 
holds in his own ſufferings in conſequence of his ſin, 
and eſpecially when awakened to a ſenſe of his hei- 
nous backſlidings. He that preſumes in the fight of 


the world, to the diſhonor of God and the diſgrace 


of his holy profeſſion, ſhall one day be convinced 
of his folly and wickedneſs to his ſhame, and the 
breaking of his bones: Indeed preſumptuous tranſ- 
greſſors, under a cloke of religion, are for the moſt 


part hypoctites; however they may cry out when 


diſcovered, on account of what they now feel or 
may apprehend in a future ſtate of puniſhment, 
they are nevertheleſs left in final impenitence; and 
ſuch is the ſtupiſying nature and deceitfulneſs of fin, 


which hardens the heart, that even the righteous, 


when overtaken, are for the moſt part ſenſeleſs and 
ſecure for a ſeaſon : witneſs David in the matter of 
Uriah; notwithſtanding the complicated nature and 

aggravation of his fall, he diſcovers no remorſe till 


Nathan reproves him, which muſt be many months, 


it may be more than a year, after the perpettation 
of the hoxrid tranſaction ; all this time he lay un- 
concerned; but when his eyes are opened, he is 
filled with confuſion and diſtreſs; © there is no 
ſoundneſs in his fleſh, or reſt in his bones, becauſe 


of his ſin;“ his pains were unſpeakable th rough 


the wounds of a guilty conſcience, and the im petu- 
ous motions of indwelling luſt, In like manner the 
B 2 = awakened 
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awakened backflider is no ſooner ſenſible of his wick- 
edneſs, but he anſwers to the picture before us; 
* he is as a troubled. fountain and a corrupt 
ſpring:” his mind is defiled and convulſed, there is 
no peace within him; the troubles of his heart are 
enlarged -when he finds himſelf guilty, and in 
bondage to corruption. Pierced with the ar- 
1ows of the Almighty, and the cenſures of 
conſcience, with the juſt, though malicious, accu- 


{ations of ſatan and the world, he is, as it were, 
ll over terror and pollution; the fore runs, and 


he cannot ſtop it, there is-no healer to bind up; but 
that divine Comforter, who being grieved, is with- 
drawn, as to his conſolatory influences: it is the 


enemy's hour; the fleſh gratified, its lufts become 


inſolent; now the poiſon ſpreads, and it may be 
fin, that inbred adverſary to holineſs and peace, 


takes occaſion to excite al] manner of concupiſcence, 


while an offended God frowns dreadfully, and chaſ- 


tens ſeyerely; then the backſlider is covered with 


darkneſs and diſtreſs, yea, and in ſome inſtances 
almoſt diſtracted, Pſalm Ixxxviii, 15. Such feat ful ha- 


vock fin may make in the foul of a tranſgreſſor, and 
ſuch may be the tranſgreſſion even of arighteous man; 


ſo far is it from being true that fin can do the be - 
liever no harm, as ſome proudly ſay, as though it 
was impoſſible to expreſs his ſecurity in a phraſe 
more decent and ſafe ; but, be it known that ſin may 


reduce the real chriſtian to a deplorable condition in 


his perſon, character and eſtate, and even ſend him 
down to the grave in miſery and ſhame; and is this 


to be accounted no injury? Again, 
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A righteous man fallen down is hereby juſily re · 
preſented in reference to the conſequence of his ſin 
on others, and that either in the church, or in the 


world. 


1. In the church he is as “ a troubled fountain 


and a corrupt ſpring,” Leſt any root of bitter- 


neſs ſpringing up trouble you, ſays the writer to 
the Hebrews, Theſe apoſtaſies and ſhameful 
backſlidings diſtreſs the righteous exceedingly 3 


they are grievous to the ſtrong, and a ſtumb- 


ling to the weak.” Every inſtance of the kind calls 
for mourning. 1 Cor. v. 2. As Achan troubled 
all Iſrael with his fin, ſuch a man's fall unſettles the 
community with whom he is connected; the people 
are troubled both in a private and in a public capa- 
city; every conſiderate perſon is grieved for himſelf 
and for his brethren, and ſtill more for the diſhonor 
that is brought to the name of a precious Redeemer, 
Nothing more difturbs the peace of ſociety than 
the fall of thoſe who, awnile eſcaped worldly pollu- 
tions, but, being drawn away by their luſt, turn the 
grace of God into laſciviouſneſs; when men of 
character for religion are overtaken and bow down 
to the fleſh, their filthy aad diſorderly feet foul 
the waters of the ſanctuary, Ezek. xxxiv. 18. in- 
ſomuch that the clean cannot drink without of- 
fence. Beſides, tranſgreſſors in Zion often corrupt 
others by their evil communication; it is rare, but 
their ill example lead ſome into fin, and frequently 
their leaven fo ſpreads, that many are infected, or 
if that ſhould be happily prevented the church 
may be defiled in a way of imputation, an ig- 
norant malicious world is ready to charge their baſe 

"= conduct 
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conduct on the PRES they profeſs, reproach the 
goſpel of Chriſt, and repreſent his diſciples as hy- 
p<crites, and no other than ſecret workers of ini- 
Hu'ty, which is grievous to endure ; yea, and ſome- 
times the fins of perſons diſtinguiſhed by their pro- 
keſſion are the occaſion of an heavy weight of af- 
fliction by the chaſtening hand of the Lord on the 
community to which they belong, who may, as is but 
too,often the caſe, be remiſs in their diſcipline, So 
then when a man of religion falls down, he anſwers 
to the deſcription on account of the diſturbance and 
miſchief of which he is the occaſion among the 
righteous themſelves. And, | 


2. The compariſon'is noleſs ſtriking and true when 
wetake a viewof the madneſsand malice of the world 
en theſe ſorrowful and ſhameful occaſions. How 
do the wicked inſult and blaſpheme, and, in ſome 
cireumſtances, take occaſion in other reſpects to 
perſecute the righteous! With what an air of trt- 

umph do ſome caſt up their mire and dirt; while 
o bers, being hardened in their infidelity, are em- 
boldened to fin? Even when the right-ous only 
ilip through infirmity, or commit any known evil 
if their feet do but ſtagger, or, in a ſingle inſtance. 
they act unworthy their character, then their ene- 
mies boaſt ; much more when a man of ſingular 

credit in a ſacred character is overtaken, and be- 

comes guilty of that, which it may be, the moral 

part of mankind diſallow ; this ſets them a raging, 
and opens a wide mouth- in the wicked, to the 

- ſtumbling and perverting of many; ſo that the 
immoral baſe conduct of a noted profeſſor, reduces 
him to the ſtate repreſented in the text. Ty 

» / Ce 


ate and conſidered. 7»: 

The ſum is, that when a man under a proſeſſion 
of the fear of God, and*eſpecially a perſon of emi- 
nent character for his ſtanding gifts and ſtation in 
the church; when this man 1s ſuffered to fall into 
ſin, to fall down in the ſight of the ungodly 3 when 
he by open apoſtaſy, or at any time through fear of 
man, is aſhamed of the truth, and baſely truckles to 
the ſentiments of the ſcornful, or is guilty of a cris 
minal indulgence of the fleſh, defiling himſelf with 
its luſts, he is as a fountain, whoſe waters being diſ- 
turbed by ſome unnatural commotion, are foul and 
diſagreeable; or a corrupt ſpring which infects thoſe 
who drink of it. This holds in reſpect of himſelf: 
While he maintained his integrity, he was as a clear 
flowing water; his doctrine and example ſavoury, 
juſt, and refreſhing; but now, alas, his character is 
olt, and his capacity for uſefulneſs; he is no longer 
a veſſel meet for his Maſter's uſe. Beſides, the di ſor- 
der, confuſion, and diftreſs of his ſoul, when ſenſible 
of his departure from God, under the throes of a 
guilty conſcience, the inſults of the fleſh, 'and the 
diſpleaſure of his heavenly Father, ſhew a ſtriking 
likeneſs in the picture. And, ſtill farther, the grief 
and ſtumbling his fall ocgaſions among the ſaints, 
and the opportunity it gives to the boldneſs and blaſ- 
phemy of the world, by which religion is reproach- 
ed, and the name of God diſhonored, manifeſt the 
propriety of this repteſentation. 


It remains to ſee what improvement we are to 


make of this divine warning; and the following 
particulars may de uſeful. 5 


1. Not 


20 The Caſe of a fallen Prafeſſir, 


1. Not to be offended at theſe ſtumbling- blocks 
caſt in our way, but hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
faith without wavering. When a righteous man falls 
down into open and ſcandalous iniquity, to the dif- 
grace of chriſtianity, it is the ſubtilty of the tempter 
to ſeduce us from the teſtimony we have born to 
ine Lord; and ſome have been diſcouraged ſo as to 
de aſhamed of his ways, on account of the apoſtaſy 
and baſeneſs of one and another who once towered 
on the pinacle of religion; but this is highly un- 
becoming the knowledge of faith. Shall we forſake 
the holy truth and appointments of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour; forſake the cauſe and intereſt of him that 
has redeemed us unto God by his blood, becauſe 
ſome by their wickedneſs diſgrace it? What leſs is 
this than giving place to the devil? Far be it to 
extenuate the heinous and hateful tranſgreſſion of 
any man; the ſcope of this diſcourſe is utterly 


gagainſt it. But this appearance, however ſhameful 


and grievous, is not a ſingular caſe; the royal 
preacher in our text pronounces his ſentence on the 
ground of experience or fact: ſome righteous men 
have occaſionally fallen, even fallen down, to the 
ſcandal of their holy prafeſſion in the fight of the 
world, by whom we are warned. What a fearful 
_ inſtance was that of David his father; could any 
thing of the kind be more horrid ! Behold him 
wounded and broken, bewailing bis guilt and pol- 
lution ; hear his ſtrong cries and tears ; ſee the hand 
of God againſt his perſon and family to the end of 
his days: Indeed his real character was juſtified by 
a deep and manifeſt repentance ;. nevertheleſs, in the 
deplorable condition of his heart, when convineed of 
his folly, the reproach of the enemy, and the _ 


flated and conſidered.” 2T 


of the divine diſpleaſure with which he went down 
to the grave, was he not as a troubled fountain, 
and a corrupt ſpring to the end of his life? Other 
inſtances of great men in Iſrael might be produced; 
but the divine proverb we have conſidered ſhews 
that it is not a new thing for a righteous man to fall 
down and diſgrace himſelf in the fight of the un» 
godly. No doubt ſuch inſtances had been in the 
world before Solomon's days; yea, and this ſcripture, 
being written for our learning, gives reaſon to ex- 
pect theſe offences, though wo be to them by whom 
they come. It is not contrary to the ſacred teſti- 
mony of God, or the principles of the goſpel we 
profeſs, that a nominal chriſtian, or even a real diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus, may ſhamefully fall. The ſcriptures 
abhor the indulgence of fin becauſe grace abounds; 
yea they remonſtrate the impoſſibility of. this in the 
regenerate: © How ſhall we that are dead to ſin 
live any longer therein ?” Rom. vi. 2. This inſpir- 
ed 'volume- alſo pronounces that man a liar who 
ſays he has fellowſhip with God, and at the ſame 
time walks in darkneſs, It further aſſures us, that 
God reſts in his love, and will not caſt off his peo- 
ple, and that his choſen ſhall be kept by his mighty 
power through faith unto ſalvation. So then the 
ſinful courſe of them that are called; communion 
with the Lord in a habit of wickedneſs ; and the 
final apoſtaſy and ruin of the ſaints, are incompa- 
tible with the principles and hope of a believer : 
but that men of corrupt minds may creep into the 
church, and abuſe divine grace; or that even a re- 
generate man may be ſo far captivated and overs 
taken through the deceit of ſin, in an hour of temp- 
tation, as to be heinouſly guilty, the notoriety of 
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which may cauſe the enemy to blaſpheme, is not 
inconſiſtent with the foundation of God. Theſe 
appearances, indeed, manifeſt human depravity; 
they alſo ſhew that there is no abſolute dependence 
on any character or form, however ſacred ; but they 
ſpeak nothing againſt the truth or purity of the 
chriſtian religion. Not a doctrine of the goſpel is 
ſhaken, nor a ſingle promiſe in Jeſus fails, through 


the ſinful conduct of any of its profeſſors; his cri- 
minal indulgence is no imputation or impeachment 


of our hope in Chriſt ; nor does it give the leaſt 
countenance to the workers of iniquity. 'T hen be 


not aſhamed, O thou that art mourning the reproach 


of the wicked ; amidſt thy tears and diftreſs take 
be ſtedſaſt and unmoveable in the way and 


work of the Lord. I have dwelt the longer on 


this article, that, by the bleſſing of God, the ſnare 
of the adverſary may be broken, and the preſump- 
tion and wickedneſs of guilty profeſſors may not, 
through his ſerpentine falſe reaſoning, deceive any 
who fear God into an increaſe of the injury done 
to'the viſible intereſt of the Redeemer, by their for- 
ſaking the doctrine of the croſs, which theſe tranf: 


greſſors diſhonor, Fa 


2. Without any heſitation, this caſe ſhould be 


improved into an argument for an holy vigilance, 


that we may avoid theſe ſad occaſions. of ſcandal. 


It is the counſel of heaven, Heb. xii. 15. that we 


look diligently, leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpring- 
ing up trouble us, and thereby many are defiled.“ 
From the phraſe looking diligently, one word in the 
original, whence is derived our Engliſh word Ip, 
we are taught to be intent, as charged with the 
no ny Ovet- 


flated and conſidered. - © 23 


overſight of a flock ; an inſpection that becomes us 
in a. ſocial capacity, the exerciſe of which might 
have prevented many ſorrowful and ſhameful in- 
ſtances, by which the church has been troubled: and 
defiled. Faithful diſcipline is the appointed and 
neceſſary means of purity and peace; now this 
muſt be reduced to individuals to make any thing 


of religion; and who that conſiders would not de- 


precate the conſequence of falling down before the 
wicked? What man in his ſenſes, who has any 
concern for the glory of God, the welfare of his 
people, or the peace and conſolation of his own. 
mind, or his credit and uſefulneſs, would be the oc- 
caſion of ſo much miſchief and diſgrace ? Would, 
any man be indifferent about ſtanding, whoſe fall 
muſt blaſpheme the Moſt High, embolden tranſ- 
greſſors, wound the hearts of the righteous, break. 
his own-bones, and render him for ever incapable 
of ſervice with honor in the houſe of the Lord? 
When tempted, my brethren, let-us remember that. 
the eye of the world is upon us, who watch for our 
halting, and ate ready to inſult us. If we who con- 
feſs and proclaim the righteouſneſs of God, and the 
doctrines of grace, are not, through divine aſſiſtanee, 
holineſs to the Lord, or ſhould through careleſlgneſs 
be found finners, we ſhall be enemies to the croſs, 
and the moſt hurtful people in all the world; there- 
fore let us watch and be ſober, that we give not. 
occaſion to the adverſary, Again, 


3. Are the falls of the righteous ſo diſtreſſing and 
pernicious ? then let us beware of every ſentiment. 
and ptactiee that borders on licentiouſneſs. The 
aacbrint of ſome falls within the compariſon of the 

3 | | text, 
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text. All thoſe notions that extenuate fin, or that 
have a tendency to ſeduce from a vigilance or mor- 
tification of the fleſh, under a pretence of goſpel 
liberty, and the aboundings of mercy, are to be 
ſhunned as abominable and hurtful. - It is a 
wretched perverſion, or abuſe of divine grace, and 
the believer's ſecurity in Chriſt, when men argue 
from thence to an indifferency about ſin, or againſt 
keeping under the body of this fleſh, leſt we ſtumble 
and fall; and he that conſiders the deplorable con- 
ſequences of being cat down under the power of 
any luſt, repreſented in the text, will have reaſon to 
abhor every ſuch idea, and deem thoſe who preſume 
to utter it as an enemy to mankind, and the pure 
and undefiled religion of Jeſus, however under ſpe- 


cious pretences they may exalt themſelves, or be 


_ admired by others. And further, 


4. Theſe fad conſequences of a righteous man's 
fall teach us to be cautious of expoſing the ſins of 
the faithful, or of thoſe who tranſgreſs under a ſa- 
cred profeſſion. Too many ſeem eager to ſpread 
the failings of their fellow chriſtians ; and nothing 
more common when one of religious repute enters 
into temptation, and falls a prey to his luſts, than 
to find ſome who are in peculiar connection with the 
delinquent, blaze his foliy abroad, and thus become 


the voluntary inſtruments of leading on the enemy 


to blaſpheme, and of extending the evil that enſues, 
This fooliſh and malicious conduct is highly unbe- 
coming the chriſtian; it is fit only for thoſe who 
are ſtrangers to themſelves and enemies to the goſ- 
pel ; an-evil habit that ſavours ſtrong of conceit and 
ſelf-confidence ; but if any man thinketh that he 
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ſtandeth, let him take heed leſt he fall. Such a buſy- 
body may be a chriſtian indeed, but this part of his 
conduct is no inſtance of ſpiritual wiſdom or bro- 
therly love, his propenſity is rather from corruption 
than grace; and he is greatly deceived if he thinks 
heteby to do God ſervice, or preſerve the reputation 
of the church. There is reaſon to apprehend that 
there are ſeldom, if ever, a motive to this unchari- 
table and mifchievous officiouſneſs, chiefly adapted 
to the pride and ill nature of the fleſh. © But be the 
ſtate or motive of the tale-bearer what it may, it is 
evident, that the more à righteous man's fall is 
known, the greater is the ſpread of its forrowful and 
ſhameful effects, or at leaſt the greater is the dan 


ol increaſing the trouble and defilement of ſuch bad 


examples; fo that upon a principle of charity and 
holineſs, the fins of profeſſors ſhould not be divulg- 
ed without a cogent reaſon. When the beauty of 
Iſrael is flain upon her high places, and the mighty 
are fallen, or a man eminent in the church, or of 
reputed ſtrong ſaith, and ——_— endowments 
among the people of God is lapſed, and loſes his 
character with the brethren, let them mourn before 


the Lord; let them reprove, convince, or, if need- 

ful, cenſure the tranſgreſſor: But, if the matter lies 
within themſelves, and it can with honor be hid 
from the world, ſhall we expoſe that fault which is 
' a diſgrace to our holy religion, and tempt the wie- 
| Ked, to triumph? No ſurely, rather “ tell it not in 


Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, left 


the daughters of the uncircumciſed rejoice,” 2 Sam: 


i. 20 Far be it to connive at or extenuate, much 


Teſs deny or cover that which is evil in any man. If 
| @ brother of himſelf falls down before the wicked 


8 
gy 
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he commits ſin; and by natorious inſtances of in- 


he comic en bis ewn luſt, and enticed, 


ice, cruelty, intemperance, uncleanneſs, ox any 
ther atrocious crimes, he gives the world juſt-oc- 
lion to reproach him, far be it in any degree to 
"XU, buy or. to inſinuate that he is the leſs guilty 
cauſe. his ore od character; it is rather 
an aggravation of his folly. But neither faithful- 
neſs to or man requite us to expoſe the evi 
conduct of our fellow chriſtians, that do not provis 
atia}ly tranſpire to the world, unleſs the caſe is 
uch, as 172 it needful to prevent the obſtinate 
offender from impoſing upon others. by his wigkedy 
neſs... To run up and down with the ne g-of this 
And the other man's fall without any cauſe. is car- 


pal | 1 \ baſe, and muſt proceed from ignorance, or 


a malevolent. diſpoſition. This is not the way to 


thereof, but to ſpread. the infection, and adminiſter 
to we Wuſts of the ungodly, In a word, it is to 
 Koubls the righteous, and to ſet the wicked. 2 15 
ng. Can this be pleafing to the Lord, or profitable 
40 men? 1. 131 1 . 2 


. 8 

Let us then, whatever inſtances of ſcandal turn up 
from ſinners in Zion, hold faſt our profeſſionʒ the ſoun- 
dation of God ſtandeth ſure, to whom his faithful 
ſervants ate known, Let us watch and pray that 
we enter not into temptation; ſhun every appear- 
ance of evil in doctrine or practice, and while we 
- hate the garment ſpotted with the fleſh, and deal 
faithfully with them who are overtaken, take heed 
that we are not aeceſſary to the miſchief of their 
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error, by an impertinent and needleſs report of thei ei 
Colin Wicked world, b 0 | 1 


What 8 to eſcape! Who can be too eee 

ful to the God of all grace for being fo upheld in 
the ways of the Lord as not to ſlide or fall down, 
and, however troubled by the apoſtaſies or back - 
ſliding of any, not to be tainted with their pollu- 
tions, or fall from his own ſtedfaſtneſs? It is a 


£ 


' mercy that the evil of ſome lies concealed, for there 


” 


I 


is reaſon to conclude, that this is very much the 
caſe, by which got a little ſorrow and miſchief. is 
happily prevented; *neverthelefs, let the workers 
of iniquity be afraid, their deeds of darkneſs ſhall 
be brou he to light, nor ſhall a ſinner in Zion eſ- 
Cape. But he that obtains mercy to ſtand in the 
midſt of temptations, while one and another falls, 
on the right hand and on the left, muſt own, with 
admiration, gratitude and joy, that it is by the grace 
of God he is what he is, 
* 


Happy thoſe who are entered into reſt; the ſpirits 
of the juſt made your in holineſs; nothing can 
diſturb or defile the fountain in that heavenly City z 


there John was ſhewed Rev, xxii. 1. A pure river 
of water of life, clear as chryſtal,.proceeding out 


of the throne of God, and of the b; out of 
that river of pleaſure they are ſolaced in fulneſs of 
joy.“ In this certain hope let us purify our hearts, 
keeping ourſelves in the love of God, looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto eternal 
life, Now unto him that is able to keep us from 


£ | falling, 


* w hg e fans Pfr. 


falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory with exceeding joy ; to the only 

wiſe God and our Saviour, be . and majeſty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever.“ Amen, 
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